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Moving into the district?

We Welcome Your Feedback
Please take our brief 

communications survey. 
Log on to

gettysburg.k12.pa.us 

The Vision
Gettysburg Area Middle 
School student places 
second in state bee
     Gettysburg Area Middle School 
(GAMS) 7th grader Ben Fischer 
won the GAMS Geography 
Bee and, qualifying through 
an online test, competed 
in the National Geographic 
Pennsylvania State Geography 
Bee on April 6, 2018, at the 
State Museum in Harrisburg.  
     Ben competed against 102 
other students from across the 
Commonwealth as he answered 
questions about U.S. locations, 
national birds, world cities, 
history, environmental factors 
and much more. The questions 
were extremely challenging, but 
Ben was up to the challenge 
and was able to showcase his 
amazing depth of knowledge. 
He made it all the way to the 
championship round and tie 
breaker for the top two students.

Gettysburg Area High School 
student to represent PIAA this 
summer in Indiana
     For the second consecutive year, a 
Gettysburg Area High School (GAHS) 
student has been selected to represent 
the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic 
Association (PIAA) at the National 
Federation of State High School 
Associations (NFHS). Colin Campbell will 
travel to Indianapolis, Indiana in July for 
the NFHS Annual Leadership Summit.

Visit the New Residents 
tab on our webite

gettysburg.k12.pa.us

 A special budget newsletter for residents of the Gettysburg Area School District 

Budget Newsletter



2018-19 Proposed Budget Revenues & Expenses

Figure Your School Taxes
You will need your most recent assessment notice or your March 1, 2018 County/Township tax bill.

Real Estate: Multiply the Assessed Value of your property by 0.0109465

Assessed Value: ___________________________  Millage Rate:  x  0.0109465  =  Your Tax $____________________________

Less: Homestead Exclusion of about $169  (if applicable)

Less: Farmstead Exclusion of about $169 (if applicable)

Your Net Tax $____________________________

For more information and updates on projected revenues, costs 
and cost-saving efforts, please see our budget information at 

gettysburg.k12.pa.us or contact the Business Office at 
717-334-6254, ext. 1226. 

   REVENUES:  Projected local real estate taxes are 
expected to be $29,436,706 which is 1.9% more 
than last year. This is due to assessment changes, 
an adjustment to the projected collection rate, and 
a 0.1298 mill rate increase, (1.2%), which is half of 
the 2.4% Act 1 Index for 2018-19.  Overall, local reve-
nue sources are up $758,080 or 1.8% over last year.

     State revenues for the school district are ex-
pected to increase by 2.7% overall.  This is primar-
ily due to increased PSERS (retirement) subsidy of 
$230,216, which covers one-half of our increased 
cost for that required plan.  The state budget has 
not yet been finalized and is subject to change by 
the legislature.  Federal revenues are expected to 
decrease by 2.5% or $27,262 from last year due to 
projected decreases in Title I & II program funding.

     Overall revenues and uses of fund balance are 
projected to increase 2.0% over last year. This in-
cludes a planned use of $607,451 of the PSERS 
committed fund balance, which is a long term 
plan established to mitigate the impacts of very 
significant rate increases. To balance the budget, 
$3,432,887 of the unassigned general fund balance 
is needed. This is the equivalent of 1.2766 mills of 
real estate taxes, and is being used to reduce the 
need for higher tax rates. Though the District was 
eligible to increase taxes further, using PSERS and 
Special Education exceptions to the Act 1 limit, the 

Board opted not to apply for those exceptions.
     
     EXPENSES:  Payroll and benefits account for 
61.0% of the expense budget. Staffing levels and 
programming are continually reviewed to achieve 
optimum utilization for minimum cost.  Payroll ex-
penses are projected to increase $724,573 or 3.2% 
over the prior year. This includes staff to meet the 
needs of special needs students and to address the 
increasing role of technology in education. Benefits 
are projected to be 1.0% less than last year, mainly 
due to changes in the medical benefits plans. This 
is the third year of funding an additional $300,000 
per year for future facility improvement projects 
(FIP) and $900,000 is now included for those needs.

     Another way of looking at expenses is by ex-
pense function rather than object.  When look-
ing at expenses by function, the direct instruc-
tional expenses make up 58.4% of the budget, 
support services expenses (library, guidance, 
nurses, & admin.) is 28.2%, non-instructional ex-
penses (student activities & athletics) is 2.1% and 
other/financing expenses (debt services) is 11.3%.

     The District continues to implement cost-sav-
ing ideas through efficiency, new technology, 
joint and bulk purchasing, personnel changes, 
and more. Overall the budget is projected to in-
crease $542,200 or just 0.8% over last year.



 
Important Dates

June 4, 2018
Public Budget Hearing 

& Regular Board Meeting 
7 p.m.

June 18, 2018
Regular Board Meeting &

Final vote on budget
7 p.m.

All meetings are held at:
Administration Building

900 Biglerville Road, Gettysburg

Check out the district on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram!

$38,123,053
Instruction

58.4%

$18,388,809
Support 
Services

28.2%

$1,337,532
Non-

Instruction
2.1%

$7,387,566
Other/Financing

11.3%

2018-19 Expenses By Function
Total Expense Budget is $65,236,960

$23,364,864
Salaries
35.8%

$16,411,632
Benefits

25.2%

$14,819,987
Purchased 

Services
22.7%

$3,133,708
Supplies/Equipment

4.8%

$7,506,769
Debt 

Service/Other
11.5%

2018-19 Expenses By Object
Total Expense Budget is $65,236,960



Mini-THON raises funds for 
Four Diamonds Fund
     The Gettysburg Area High 
School Mini-THON committee, 
with the help of the school 
and many sponsors, raised 
$34,899.96 for Four Diamonds 
at Penn State Children’s 
Hospital.

The Gettysburg Area School District provides a safe and caring learning environment where students develop 
skills to learn in an ever-changing world and accept responsibility to use these skills to achieve and graduate 
ready to learn, work, serve and succeed in today’s world and in a world we cannot yet define or imagine.

     The GAHS art department is proud to announce that eleventh 
grader Maxwell Wolfe, above left, earned national recognition 
for his art in the 2018 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards.

     Under art teacher Mrs. Amy Thrush-Dreves’ mentorship, Max 
has demonstrated that he is among the most talented young 
artists in the nation, and his painting was selected by a panel 
of creative professionals to be awarded a National Gold Medal.  
He will be celebrated at the world famous Carnegie Hall in New 
York City in a ceremony on June 7, 2018.  
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GAHS student wins art award

Lincoln Elementary School 
wins Title I Distinguished 
School award
     Congratulations to Lincoln 
Elementary School for earn-
ing the Title I Distinguished 
School award for High 
Achievement for the 2016-
17 school year. This award is 
given to Title I schools that 
evidence exceptional stu-
dent performance for two or 
more years. The award was 
given out at the Title I Improv-
ing Schools Conference in 
Pittsburgh this past January. 
The school will be entered to 
win the National award and 
potentially receive $10,000. 
Lincoln will be recognized 
at the National Conference.

#WarriorWay


